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Theatre Virtual Learning

Introduction to Theatre Production & Design
Maintaining Your Space

April 16,2020
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Lesson: April 16,2020

Objective/Learning Target: The student will practice the
importance of maintaining a theatre space.
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Let’s Get Started / Warm Up Activities:

Consider the following: Your school’s production of Shrek: The
Musical is in tech week rehearsal. You are an assistant to the
stage manager and one of your tasks each night is to sweep
and mop the floor. Why is this important to the cast and crew?



The Show Must Go On: Music Theatre Fails



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xGAVvbz_S1w

Lesson /Activity

Why do we sweep and mop so often in theatre?

Actor's safety, screws, splinters, staples or bits of glass could be anywhere

Actor's safety, dust, sawdust & dirt makes for a very slippery deck.

e Peace of mind, if they are wearing footwear they are less likely to be hurt, and if they
happen to pop off their shoes for a moment they will not be hurt.

e Mokes the deck look good!

e Shows performers, directors, ond audience that you CARE! We are all in this together!


https://www.controlbooth.com/wiki/safety
https://www.controlbooth.com/wiki/safety
https://www.controlbooth.com/wiki/deck
https://www.controlbooth.com/wiki/deck

How to mop a stage: theatre maintenance.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI5QyNKhmag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sI5QyNKhmag

Tips., Tricks and Best Practices in Sweepino iNg a stage floor:

Reflect on the following question:



Practice: Applying a Concept

Today, your practice will accomplish two goals: advance your
backstage skills and give you high fives from your guardions!

Steps:

1.
2.

»

Choose a space in your home that you con sweep and mop
Locate necessary supplies available to you (you may have to
improvise. For example, you can use an old towel lightly
dompened as a mop.)

Moke a plan of how to best sweep and mop your space.
Execute the plan!

Get love and praise for sweeping and mopping a floor!






